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1. ON SEPTEMBER 5 COMOFF CALLED ON IMPORT/EXPORT OFFICIAL 
OF MINISTRY OF MARKETING AND COMMERCE AND POINTED OUT 
THAT UNDER GATT RULES JAMAICA, AS CONTRACTING PARTY TO 
GATT, COULD TAKE RESTRICTIVE MEASURES TO REDRESS BALANCE 
OF PAYMENTS POSITIONPROVIDED IT FOLLOWED CERTAIN 
PROCEDURES AND ADMINISTERED QUOTA IN A NON-DISCRIMANTORY 
FASHION. COMOFF ADDED THA GOJ COMMITMENT OF ENTIRE 
RICE QUOTA TO GUYANA WOULD APPEAR TO BE DISCRIMINATORY 
AGAINST AMERICAN RICE EXPORTS 
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2. MINISTRY OFFICIAL REPLIED THAT HE BELIEVED THAT 
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MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY, TOURISM. AND FOREIGN TRADE HAD 
NOTIFIED THE GATT IN THE PAST WHENEVER JAMAICA HAD 
PLANNED TO TAKE RESTRICTIVE MEASURES. CONCERNING 
ADMINISTRATION OF QUOTAS, HE EXPLAINED THAT GOJ COMMITMENT OF 
ENTIRE RICE QUOTA TO GUYANA STEMMED FROM AN EARLIER 
BILATERAL AGREEMENT UNDER WHICH JAMAICA WOULD GUARNTEE 
A MARKET FOR GUYANESE RICE PROVIDED THAT THE SUPPLY WAS 
SUFFICIENT TO MEET GUYANESE NEEDS FIRST, AND JAMAICAN 
NEEDS AFTERWARDS. HE SAID THAT JAMAICA WAS REGIONALLY 
COMMITTED TO IMPORTING FROM CARICOM SOURCES BEFORE 
CONSIDERING EXTRA-REGIONAL SUPPLIERS AND FLET OBLIGED TO 
HONOR BILATERIAL AND REGIONAL AGREEMENTS BEFORE ITS 
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS SUCH AS GATT. HE ADDED THAT THE 
1975 RICE QUOTA RESTRICTION WAS NOT SPECIFICALLY AIMED AT 
THE U.S. AND COULD NOT BE CONSTRUED AS DISCRIMINATORY 
SINCE IT AFFECTED OTHER SUPPLIERS AS WELL, SUCH AS 
COLUMBIA, TAIWAN, INDONESIA, ETC. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT 
U.S. SUPPLIERS WOULD BE THE MOST AFFECTED DUE TO THE 
FACT THAT THEIR MARKET SHARE IN THE PAST HAD BEEN ONE OF 
THE HIGHEST. 

3. CONCERNING IMPORTATION OF SURINAMESE RICE, MINISTRY 
OFFICIAL INFORMED COMOFF THAT IT WAS CONSIDERED AS A RAW 
MATERIAL TO BE PROCESSED LOCALLY AND THEREFORE WOULD NOT 
FALL UNDER QUOTA FOR RICE. 

4. COMOFF INQUIRED WHETHER LIMITED QUOTA FOR AMERICAN 
RICE MIGHT BE POSSIBLE, SINCE IT WAS AMERICAN RICE IN 
1973 WHICH MADE UP FOR THE SHORTFALL OF GUYANESE RICE 
PRODUCTION RESULTING FROM THAT COUNTRY'S CROP FAILURE. 

COMOFF POINTED OUT THAT JAMAICA MIGHT FIND IT USEFUL TO 
KEEP AMERICAN SUPPLY DOOR OPEN IN VIEW OF ANOTHER GUYANESE 
SHORTFALL. MINISTRY OFFICIAL REPLIED THAT GOJ HAD 
CONSIDERED A LIMITED 

QUOTA, BUT BELIEVED THAT JAMAICA'S 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE WOULD BE PUT TO BETTER USE IF SPENT 
FOR OTHER MORE ESSENTIAL ITEMS/STAPLES (CORN BEEF, SOAP, 

ETC.) AND THEREBY PREVENT FUTURE SHORTAGES IN THESE AREAS. 
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5. ECONOFF WILL FOLLOW UP AT MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY, 

TOURISM. AND FOREIGN TRADE WHICH HAS RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
GATT. GERARD 
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